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THE SPRAWLING, HUMID PANTANAL WETLAND SUPPORTSOME ©OF THE HIGHEST
CONCENTRATIONS OF WILDLIFE IM SOUTH AMERICA AND.THE WORLE'S
GREATEST DEMSITY OF JAGUARS. AIDED BY CONSERVATIONPROJECTS, THE BIG
CAT'S HUMBERS ARE INCREASING, MAKING SAFARIEXPERIEMCES IM THIS WILD,
WESTERN CORMER OF BRAZIL EVEN MORE REWARDING
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e isaEe special it aeeing sy oter”

Aaye Marka Haberfald, co-tounder of Beazilian
KGO Oncatard, whe'ssickad upmar: blg car
slghrings vhan mase. “Malnhr acemise she
wAST suppased Tetar”

e rasetted heauty row crowch=d in
wmasyman of hops far her species.
arddmighter of 1, an arphaned jagaar
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fy Sir Dt Attenborawgh, the praject broveht
wlebal altenticn box vasl ares of Bragil [=s
secoe sould piioedet enanap.
WElL, unpredicralde and, in pars,
dnfathomable the Pantaisal = The wotld's
wesl propeal wetland, Bigger than Exgland.
it sprawls porass twa Brazifian sranes and
crecps Inio arcas of Balivia nnd Farage
Dartng the summer miny seasan, fram
December to March, ks networks pf waterways
flesnd; in the dry seasen, the waters recede,
exposing vast savannahs and gatlery fonesis,
Ader Londing de Catpo Grande, the cagitad
of Mate Grosso do Sul ithe stane sl contalns
meatr of The Pantanaly P'd driven for five ours
o eeach Crlman Ecologichl Betuge, whene
Ongatar i based, Road s1gns gave way 1o
creaking woaden gares demarcarng ranches,
six-bandec armactilas rartled helow their
fleshy plares of armour as they soattled for
cover) nandmnerrns doowboyvsl heeding calile
stained the shy with amber clouds of dust.
Crverr 1) vears cenire Brazilian
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tir Db T fhedpizgg KGO oo the Faren aftar
n&the pair shased & passian; preserving
~hie Panranal's frpgilc ceasveroim: Alrhaugh
malnky nnsed herwesn MiEamiand S8 Panla,
Marko alsa nas a howse ar Calman, where he
imeires me far dinrer, aleng wirh lead field
Hinlogi= Lili Eampin, A pacan wo the cat he's
deveted the past decade to pratecting. it's
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Stumpy capybaras
wade through
shallow lagoons,
seemingly oblivions
to crafty egrets
hopping on their
backs for a free ride
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fagrars mate for pleasure ar asa way te prakect
“nett woung by distracting threatening males.”

Although many of these sarprising findings
have been detadled in scademic papers, Marico
admits the scientific commmwmity indtially
grorned his elfoms. “lathe Begianing, itwas
ey Bapd, Pecale solldn widesarand what
whe hesid woe whase Going.” he saws, recalling the
aurprlsed capresshan of gascenment afclals,
when he revepled his only protessiann
CXRCrICnes WS 85 & rachn g car driver.

“Rur a lot of peopkz wha critkcized usin the
aast have since hecome par partaers because
Shey e sienowbal 1S possible te ledrn froom
nabitation Mo cae hed ever Tollowed jagaars
it this way elfe,”

Crvgr tine, Tacafasihad achined
irmernaricnal accaim. Working anogeide
comacrvarlenlar Erisrive Tompking and the
Rewliiding Argenr! na Fawndazian, ir hclped
reintrodice the fivst male lagaarintorhe Taem
Wweslands; Inrarheast Argertion, in damzzry
2022, A further stampalscientiic approval
was glven when Marin wes invited to become
a baarnd el P ra, the only glokal
HEO devoled towild cats,

Blw fesoecled A% A es e sonEervatienis,
Marin has gencemialy mace anee dar salkeened

by Dngafat] §s open-ses1ece, T e mora
infaTraacian thar gets pubiished abous these
anirnals, the aetrer,” he savs,

Aland to protect

Dipte Gisperzed throvghost the Amerdcas,
faguars Bave lost almesl 80% of Lheic ranpe,
Lappely dus e conlicr wich humans, Although
the Panranal Js one arheir 35 g lwlde.
altnesr 25% ol s poivately owned Tarmiand
whire The presence of an apex predagor Hee The
laguwar Is s2em as athrear wo carrle.

Awarking Tanzh, Calman Ecolaglcal
#efuge is Jving proof cartle and jaguars can
comlortably co-exist if she land 15 praperly
manzged, Catile graxing grownds are rotated,
shating some seeas with wildlitz and oi

w2, oy 3% of cienhe wne oLt et Vil G
the olg cars. Bar it cakes more Than mambers
o cofivings Braztl s eraunchly conservarivg
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£ ZALES Iecal apinian, | head oo sib
srzzian en the ranch, to meer a cowboy wha's
besn emiploved by Reoberta's famthy for decades.
‘Welcoming me inta his garden, whe el
seith aceraly trees, e Donminges Retirg Aramy
courtecusy daffs his strew Eat Asintegral (o
s datly wardrabe &5 pants arud socks is (s
vohigs, leathes guaiacs’ bl asvund his hipe,
ANLNE wink a kil ad sharpenes — psipn he's
varchy away fram the Aeld,

Zirring dowen ta a coanrry bragkfasr of
cassava, minced meat, rice, beans and deep-
drizd chesse kread, ke tells me the seuth
Pantanal :s suffering its w drought ina
centity, Wiklires, e sayvs, are the bigpest
ehiceal 1o farimers, Mot jagdars Do fact, s
e hie's learived 19 live aboegside (s animals,
appneciprg thelr waleg and realise there arg fay
higger presanrss jeopardising iz wayariifs,

Arriredes pereas The Sy are 2150
changlng Unrll reeently, most Braztlians
craldn'tundersennd why anyone woukl wans
envisit a place 'full of flies and insects', But
— im lire with aglobal trend — the pandemic
e Fuelled
Adsithier difver foc The region's ewlouxl
P lariy, o illa e, 8 Ehe e e ss of
Brazilian wlenoiscis Fasrareal T iegulasty polia
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Only one road runs
through a tangled
forest of lofty palms,
broad ferns and
indeterminable tree
species likely to send
botanists into an
excitable head-spin

Mooz A Braglian
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A severa] neilliogn viewe s, whicl fellaws the
Toamunes o a waman whs marpha ince @ [aguar
Daspire The ata’ QESCIINE S0pErarar

STATEE, The sTRT ot rs 1Tle progocrian
agntnsr The growing menase of agricubrerol
caitlmron. Insteacl, that rasponsibdl ity
has been lacgele lelt Lo philanthropases like
Raberio and Maric,

Warcking i callaboraiie with several
private donees, D REr s lave st aid dmost
Amlinious project hog Been The paeclase of the
neighbeuring §35eq mile tanm, Sanga 3oha
Hisrarlenlly, rh: ameoanr of weter In This 2ren
atthewstlands s Impedsd dewcloprees
Marletells me doring s 40 mivuse bear vlde
toreach the proferty. Fuc 200% of the lond has
dreed in the past 30 yeas, presenting warrving
pessailities, Currently, oy e read funs
theougeh & taopbed lesest of Tally pakns, booed
Feras ard indedermisalbe Cree species Bkely 1o
sl acanizre nne An excitabe head-spio, T3
& ot wedle o pristing ia pasms, Twandor iFasy
himan has cwcrsct fer e,

Thz formar owney, acartarkerous old
woman ®howns once aoenses of Hlcgaly
selling Inguar-hunting safaris, confined
herself toa smaltarea, mezning umsder 2% of
the land has been touched.

Aceartiog be Marie™ masterplac, o mix of
Tovestitients, incluing carlon Sied Bicdivesiry
waedin, gasture ental aed et =il make
Saa Sefa st mmainlng, Conticden: thar
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the Pantanal i Souch America’s answer o
Potawaity’s Meavanso Delta, e's intalks with
arweral Afrlenn satar] operarars that wang 1o sor
ApeRmips and hesseoned lesnses 1o rewiid
PanTanalfmena ansiie  Infured or urmanced
domessicarsd animals thar weald ethersise
endd i caged in sancruaries. Days trips between
Santa Sahs anid Calmenwill star later this vear.
There's certainly envuph wildlife to ustily a
safari, O boek trip along the black-water Bia
Mugro, [watch kinphshers shatter the glassy
retlectiens al mahgosees daring awalk, T
ok U TeSe0 a TRENEOE 0 s Tl METARE Al
oncshesd: and an ca facky, carmnening
drive, & famt by of chislve maned welves saanters
acroas the park 10 fronr of us. 10's praat jaguas
aren'tthe Pantonal'sanly 2nimal attrectan.

All creatures great and small
PBack ar-Calmsn, VST the InsTitumo Arara Azl
(LAAL an MGOThars beol: prefecring hyactnth
mEsaves ginee 1990 Biolegist Melva Guedes
starmed The pralzer re boost popilarians at'she
world's Largest parar speches, doctining dus
=othz ilizgnl pet rrade and the desricrian
of slaw-groswing, cavizv-filled mandovi trees
tRvouwred by the fussy birds as nesting sites.
Fellow bimlogist Kefary Ramalhe takes me
rpasars of many artdbcial st boseson the
Farni Territorial bords awoop and squaekas
her collenEies A0 rpes and BAIvaeEss oesa ks
‘ETEEAR TEes, cheking ro e Iranyaf th

wonden homes ane aceupiod, Meanwhike, she
dewmibozds fnetage fram a cameraorap, "l d&an'
ke hew many Hfesimies we'dl mesd to anahyee
this daca,” she slehs, as o pair of noveliy,
macdw-shaped =arring janele frac her sars

But effarts hive been rewarded: in the
e decades since the 1AA has been basedat
Cademan, the lecal hyaciath macaw pegilaticn
las ez Trdu B0 w0 400, Sad 1y, the onpodig
thiear ol fres and climate change means
rhe blsds could ence agaln be classifisd as
endergzred In 2023,

Whiktle Koz imnrcs guests ta mnnier her
firds and plznt natlve mandny tress as part
af a reforestamian programme, Oegatart is
Bey om Lhes pther side of the ranch wiih ciose
progects, including attempts te rewil€ injured
af unwanted pinsas ond habituats tagiss,
Filedd bdclogiat Dioge Lucaralbl, wi's leading
The Tapirapsd Trofeon takes e ol an ovening
drive o scarely for the shy, sncar-aesed
herhlwores. Ofren referred tons iving fosslls’
necause they sn clasely resemale thedr earliess
aneeshars, s punus w0 shamz inreems af
evolutionary lengevity, having been around
foe S0 millian years (we've been arpand for less
than 1% of that time).

Flaviing cacelully ideetited several cftheir
Tavourine pouies, Dicgo Diag creabsd actificial
i3y Leke 1o laee The Ankmalz o he san weoond

raely belmions oh camera. Eventually, he
Aonesars Wil Srep Ince A rap rhay've seT.
allewing versraca-Tand ealizrim,

Iresplte using the same aabitzation
rechrigque applled ro jaguars, the process 5
much slowerwith tapirs. “To beed them weald
be areack easien,” explains Dicgo, daring our
slake gul of ooe site, *Hul we don't want te-da
Uit Wtve chosen the hard way, because this
mecds e W based on scieno”

Acoardingly, we wadt n alleass aeThesun
hesames A tinrwhizper and sonnds of then'ghr
Angersf F ccbilg lmedersinn Crared FPrix
drivess burning rukher st the lime, an ary
of frogs dash ta secure chelr nightly posttions,
whils acrabatic fishing bazs splash ke
skimnuing stones across Ehe smisfaee of a lagoon.
Enindng brighte: than the light s e Manbatien,
A ini i reptifian oves stane Back atus from
eabal — Dail cair TA00r is il ce e be dean. ot
o, B pemaiing nar g ass ward

Terhel g baci tn Casa O lman, I =rmick i
rhag iy of andmals ream ing ‘eecly en lned
omee dediented o eartle farming. Far Mario
and fis weam have shown That, ifgieen an
oppartunity, the nataeal worlc el ficad o sy
b Bourish. As toees prow Daller and poee prings
increasingty decorste trails, thenss every
chimere thie Pantanat could besae e o
Digaurilutly Teswihd e ching thar it is teday,
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Abrir amnbin & Fard ollers o savr -
flght the Lo Brasl, incluging five s ghis
al=inclusiee at Calman from £6555
porpersen, based on wo poonle
shaning Ircudes Hights. troesiers
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